
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bakary Janneh, Commissioner 
Albany County Parks & Recreation 
390 New Salem Rd, 
Voorheeville, NY 12186 

 
Re: Albany County Municipal Park Improvement Initiative Grant Opportunity- Louonello  

 
I. and II.  Executive Summary and Project Expenses: 

The City of Albany is seeking funding from Albany County to secure the purchase of new playground 
equipment and seating for the community in Louonello Park (Sunset St. Park) in the Eagle Hill Neighborhood, 
located in the City of Albany. We believe that the continued revitalization of this valuable public space will 
attract a broader range of age groups while fostering accessibility and inclusivity. Your support will be greatly 
appreciated in seeing the playground continue to be an enjoyable place for all members of our community. 

Playground Equipment: The funding provided will be used to purchase a range of new equipment designed 
for both play and comfort. This investment will enable us to enhance the park with modern play structures 
and amenities that cater to a variety of needs, ensuring a more enjoyable and inclusive experience for all 
visitors. 
 
The piece of playground equipment is the Surprise Basket game. A basketball style activity designed with four 
hoops, allowing for one to ten players at a time. This engaging game encourages teamwork and cooperation 
among participants while enhancing their hand-eye coordination skills. It is a fantastic way to promote 
physical activity, social interaction, and healthy competition. The Triple Ball Shot game is suitable for a wide 
range of ages and skill levels, making it a versatile addition to any recreational area.  
 
We are currently working with Kompan to find another age appropriate (9-12) piece of equipment that the 
City can either partner on or is, with shipping and installation with in the $19,000 grant. We humbly request 
the full amount of the grant funding to help achieve our goals for Louonello Park.  
 
Park Benches: The city-approved horizontal strap benches provide a modern and versatile seating option for 
any location. These stylish and comfortable benches are being installed across all parks within the City of 
Albany as replacements for older models. Designed for durability, they require minimal maintenance once 



 

installed. Additionally, these benches offer a practical benefit, allowing caregivers and parents to easily keep 
an eye on their children while they play in the park. 

By selecting this project for grant funding, you will help transform Louonello Park into an even more vibrant 
and welcoming public space for the residents of Albany. The addition of new features, including the modern 
horizontal strap benches, the engaging Triple Ball Shot game, and the interactive Chain Climber, will greatly 
enhance the park's playability and appeal. 

The horizontal strap benches will provide stylish and durable seating, allowing caregivers and parents to 
comfortably watch their children play. The Triple Ball Shot game will offer fun and dynamic basketball 
activities that promote teamwork and coordination. Meanwhile, the Chain Climber will offer challenging and 
inclusive play opportunities, supporting physical development and social interaction. 

Together, these improvements will foster a stronger sense of community, well-being, and belonging, creating 
a safe and stimulating environment for all ages to enjoy. We eagerly anticipate your partnership in bringing 
this vision to life and making Louonello Park a cherished destination for years to come. 

Budget: 
Playground Equipment 
Four Shot Ball Game: 
Total: $2,619.00 
Freight: $523.80 
Installation: $2,372.00 
Total: $5,514.80 
 
Benches: 
Benches: $1,855 each 
Freight: $822.00 
Total: $4,592.00 
 
Total for the project: $19,000 total. 10,106.80 for the current quoted equipment. 
 
III.  Benefits Statement 

City parks and fields are crucial to the social, economic, physical, and mental well-being of Albany's residents. 
They attract new residents and provide essential recreational opportunities and green spaces, which are 
especially valuable in a city where nearly 65% of the population rents their homes (per 2023 U.S. Census data). 
Improving Louonello Park will positively impact the community in the following ways: 









 
 
 
As shown in the aerial photo of Louonello (Sunset) Park and the surrounding area, the park in 
the only park within walking distance for many families and their children.  
 
The Eagle Point neighborhood is home to numerous immigrant and refugee families, as well as 
elderly people, many of whom do not drive and only have access to what is within walking 
distance. 
A great deal of grandparents and parents pick up children after school also utilize the park, as 
does the after school program. It is a local park that parents and caregivers feel comfortable 
allowing their children to bike or walk to.  
The park consists of a basketball court, a swing set, several spring rides, seesaws, a tire swing, 
an overhead spinner, a slide and soccer goals. 
The soccer goals were obtained through a separate grant approximately seven years ago and 
installed by the city. These goals, used by the school, neighborhood families and AYS U6 team 
for practice. 
Much of the equipment in Louonello (Sunset) Park is geared towards younger children, seeing 
that there is an elementary school beside it. However, this leaves out nine to twelve year olds 
and above. 
At any given time of day, you will see the park occupied by many families. Any additional 
equipment and seating areas can only improve the quality of life for our neighbors and 
neighborhood.  
A visit to Swinburne Park of Rosemont Street Park, for example will show the inequities in the 
amount of equipment as compared to Louonello (Sunset) Park.  






















