ALLOWABLE COSTS AND COST PRINCIPLES POLICY FOR EXPENDITURE OF AMERICAN RESCUE
PLAN ACT CORONAVIRUS STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUNDS BY ALBANY COUNTY

WHEREAS the County of Albany, has received an allocation of funds from the Coronavirus State
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of H.R. 1319 American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARP/CSLFRF);
and

WHEREAS the funds may be used for projects within these categories, to the extent authorized
by state law.

1. Support public health expenditures, by funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical
expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff;

2. Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including
economic harms to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the
public sector;

3. Replace lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to
the extent of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic;

4. Provide premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who have
borne and will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical
infrastructure sectors; and,

5. Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to
improve access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and stormwater
infrastructure, and to expand access to broadband internet; and

WHEREAS the ARP/CSLFRF are subject to the provisions of the federal Uniform Grant Guidance,
2 CFR Part 200 (UG), as provided in the Assistance Listing 21.027; and

WHEREAS the Compliance and Reporting Guidance for the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds
(v.5.0 September 2022) provides, in relevant part:

Allowable Costs/Cost Principles. As outlined in the Uniform Guidance at 2 CFR Part 200,
Subpart E regarding Cost Principles, allowable costs are based on the premise that a
recipient is responsible for the effective administration of Federal awards, application of
sound management practices, and administration of Federal funds in a manner consistent
with the program objectives, and terms and conditions of the award. Recipients must
implement robust internal controls and effective monitoring to ensure compliance with
the Cost Principles, which are important for building trust and accountability.
ARP/CSLFRF Funds may be, but are not required to be, used along with other funding
sources for a given project. Note that ARP/CSLFRF Funds may not be used for a non-
Federal cost share or match where prohibited by other Federal programs, e.g., funds may
not be used for the local share for Medicaid.

Treasury’s Final Rule and the Uniform Guidance outline the types of costs that are
allowable, including certain audit costs. For example, per 2 CFR 200.425, a reasonably
proportionate share of the costs of audits required by the Single Audit Act Amendments


https://sam.gov/fal/7cecfdef62dc42729a3fdcd449bd62b8/view
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Compliance-and-Reporting-Guidance.pdf

of 1996 are allowable; however, costs for audits that were not performed in accordance
with 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart F are not allowable. Please see 2 CFR Part 200, Subpart E
regarding the Cost Principles for more information.

Administrative costs: Recipients may use funds for administering the SLFRF
program, including costs of consultants to support effective management and
oversight, including consultation for ensuring compliance with legal,
regulatory, and other requirements. Further, costs must be reasonable and
allocable as outlined in 2 CFR 200.404 and 2 CFR 200.405. Pursuant to the
ARP/CSLFRF Award Terms and Conditions, recipients are permitted to charge
both direct and indirect costs to their SLFRF award as administrative costs.
Direct costs are those that are identified specifically as costs of implementing
the ARP/CSLFRF program objectives, such as contract support, materials, and
supplies for a project. Indirect costs are general overhead costs of an
organization where a portion of such costs are allocable to the ARP/CSLFRF
award such as the cost of facilities or administrative functions like a director’s
office. Each category of cost should be treated consistently in like
circumstances as direct or indirect, and recipients may not charge the same
administrative costs to both direct and indirect cost categories, or to other
programs. If a recipient has a current Negotiated Indirect Costs Rate
Agreement (NICRA) established with a Federal cognizant agency responsible
for reviewing, negotiating, and approving cost allocation plans or indirect cost
proposals, then the recipient may use its current NICRA. Alternatively, if the
recipient does not have a NICRA, the recipient may elect to use the de minimis
rate of 10 percent of the modified total direct costs pursuant to 2 CFR
200.414(f).

Salaries and Expenses: In general, certain employees’ wages, salaries, and
covered benefits are an eligible use of ARP/CSLFRF award funds; and

WHEREAS Subpart E of the UG dictates allowable costs and cost principles for expenditure of
ARP/CSLFRF funds; and

WHEREAS Subpart E of the UG (specifically, 200.400) states that:
The application of these cost principles is based on the fundamental premises that:

(a)

(b)

(c)

The non-Federal entity is responsible for the efficient and effective
administration of the Federal award through the application of sound
management practices.

The non-Federal entity assumes responsibility for administering Federal
funds in a manner consistent with underlying agreements, program
objectives, and the terms and conditions of the Federal award.

The non-Federal entity, in recognition of its own unique combination of
staff, facilities, and experience, has the primary responsibility for
employing whatever form of sound organization and management



techniques may be necessary in order to assure proper and efficient
administration of the Federal award.

(d) The application of these cost principles should require no significant
changes in the internal accounting policies and practices of the non-
Federal entity. However, the accounting practices of the non-Federal
entity must be consistent with these cost principles and support the
accumulation of costs as required by the principles, and must provide for
adequate documentation to support costs charged to the Federal award.

(e) In reviewing, negotiating and approving cost allocation plans or indirect
cost proposals, the cognizant agency for indirect costs should generally
assure that the non-Federal entity is applying these cost accounting
principles on a consistent basis during their review and negotiation of
indirect cost proposals. Where wide variations exist in the treatment of a
given cost item by the non-Federal entity, the reasonableness and equity
of such treatments should be fully considered.

(f) For non-Federal entities that educate and engage students in research, the
dual role of students as both trainees and employees (including pre- and
post-doctoral staff) contributing to the completion of Federal awards for
research must be recognized in the application of these principles.

(g) The non-Federal entity may not earn or keep any profit resulting from
Federal financial assistance, unless explicitly authorized by the terms and
conditions of the Federal award;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Albany County Legislature hereby adopts and enacts the following Cost
Principles Policy for the expenditure of ARP/CSLFRF funds.



